SavannahHomes
The Front Porch

Antiques 101
Fall weather means crisp Saturday mornings spent
perusing estate sales and antique shops, searching for
that perfect piece. Looking to join the quest?
Kenda Williams has a road map.
“Antiques are more available now than they’ve ever been,” said Arthur
Weed of J.D. Weed and Co. Antiques, “because, in this economy, many
consider antiques a luxury item. Now is a very good opportunity to invest,
and dealers are willing to negotiate deals.”

Be Practical
“A good strategy for a new collector is to buy what you
need,” said Lee Smith of Lee Smith Antiques and Design
(formerly Southern Antiques and Interiors). “For example, in
the dining room, you need a rug, a table, a set of chairs and
somewhere to store the serving pieces. A sideboard is also a
good investment.”

Take Your Time
“Go to an auction where you can touch, feel and ask questions without pressure to buy,” urged Smith. “Visit estate sales,
where you can see various styles and develop your own taste. (If
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money is an issue), buy one good piece
of furniture every year or 18 months. It
takes a while to create a collection.”

Learn as You Go
“Collect what you like — whether
it be oil paintings, furniture, silver
or linen — and do it piece by piece,”
agreed Weed. “As you shop, practice
being able to tell the age of something.
You’ll typically find more detail and
craftsmanship in older pieces.”

Make New Friends
“It’s crucial to get to know your
dealer,” said Smith. “Establish relationships with dealers you trust and
use their knowledge. You need to find
a shop where you can feel comfortable
asking questions.”

Hit the Books
“Familiarize yourself with the
terminology,” urged Smith, who
recommended reading “Fake, Fraud
or Genuine: Identifying Authentic
American Antique Furniture” by
Myrna Kaye. “Furniture Treasury”
by Wallace Nutting and “Southern
Furniture: 1680-1830” by Ronald Hurst
are among Weed’s favorite reference
books.

What to Buy
Sideboards “have more value and are
more useful,” said Alex Raskin of Alex
Raskin Antiques on Monterey Square.
Brown furniture, “such as an
elegant Georgian console made of
mahogany, makes a fabulous investment,” enthused Smith.
Storage pieces are in high demand.
“There’s not a lot of closet space in the
homes downtown,” explained Raskin.
Other excellent investments: a
chest of drawers, dining room table,
clock and period sofa.
“The rule is not to refinish but to
preserve antiques,” cautioned Weed.
In other words, if you have to paint
something in your living room that hot
shade of papaya, choose something a
little less valuable. ■
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